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Monday                    
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Oct 01 - Picture Day 
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Oct 30 - Fall Parties 
 

 

Centennial      
Elementary 

Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Families, 

Happy October! September was truly a month of learning for all students at   
Centennial. We have seen such growth in all students in the 1 month we have been in 
school. We are very proud of all the hard work that our in-person students and    
e-Learner students are putting forth on a daily basis! We know that we will       
continue to see much more growth in the coming months. In each class, your    
students receive rigorous instruction tied to state standards. They may be using 
terms such as objectives and DOLs. Our objectives are what students need to 
know and be able to do while our DOLS, ‘Demonstrations of Learning’, are how the 
students show their teacher that they have mastered the concept. Ask your child 
what their objectives and DOLs were for the day and you will be astounded by 
what they learn each day. 

As we move into the fall months please make sure that your Panther is dressed 
appropriately for the changing temperatures. Also, please label any of your     
student’s items with his or her name so that if an item is lost, it can be returned. 

We are excited for our Fall Parties at the end of the month on October 30th. Fall 
parties will look a little different this year due to COVID-19 protocols.                
Unfortunately, we are unable to invite families to these celebrations. However, we 
will hold class parties and families are welcome to send “store-bought individually 
pre-packaged items” for students to share at the Fall Parties. Students will be    
allowed to wear school appropriate costumes. Costume masks, and any toy or 
fake weapons are NOT allowed. 

As a reminder while your child is attending Centennial, he/she is benefitting from  
departmentalized instruction with focus teachers instructing math, reading,     
writing, and science. In addition, each student receives targeted intervention to   
ensure every student is on grade level. We appreciate your support in reaching our 
mission of “Achievement NOW” – we believe our students are capable of the     
highest expectations. Please continue to focus on the three things each day: 
 
1) Students arrive to school on time 
2) Students read each night 
3) Students do their homework each night 
 
Achievement NOW, 
 
Kim Noyes, Principal          Kelly Lane, Assistant Principal 
 

October 2020 



 

Kindergarten News 
Kindergarten is in full swing and boy are we working hard! We have been learning letters and 
sounds, sight words and beginning reading skills. Ask your student about the characters and  
settings in the books that you read at home. Also, we have been working on rhyming, having 
them practice this at home will help them better understand rhyming. We have also learned the 
important skill of predicting in a story and checking our guesses. Writing finds us writing letters 
and using correct letter formation as well as beginning writing skills. A good idea for at home is 
to give your student a notebook and ask them to draw and write about what they did during 
the day or about a story. It is okay if things are not spelled correctly as we are encouraging 
them to write the sounds they hear. Counting, number writing, greater than, less than and equal 
amounts continue to be our focus in math. 

As the weather is starting to turn colder, we ask that you please send an 
appropriate jacket with your child each day. For our e-learners, please 
make sure they are still getting some fresh air and bundling up, when doing 
so. The weather can change very quickly and we don’t want any sick kids. 
Please also make sure that any jackets, hats or gloves are labeled, with 
their name, so that if they are misplaced, they can be returned. If you 
have any questions about anything, please feel free to contact us! 

The Kindergarten Team 
 

First Grade News 
This month in first grade we are expanding our skills and learning new first grade material! In 
Reading and Writing, we are identifying key details in a text, learning how to use text features, 
and reading more difficult words. We are adding endings, putting words in alphabetical order, and 
even blending letters together to make new sounds! During our Math block, we are creating 
number bonds up with 10 and making sure we can put together numbers fluently. We are       
applying operations as strategies to add and subtract. For Social Studies we are diving into using 
the calendar and learning about holidays. Finally, during Science time we are continuing to learn 
about waves but are now exploring how they affect light!  

 
The 1st Grade Team 
 

Second Grade News 
How do families and friends learn, grow, and help each other?  That is   
exactly what our second graders have been investigating in Unit 1 of our 
Wonders curriculum.  Students have enjoyed reading a few                  
different fiction texts regarding friends and family and have gained new           
vocabulary to add to their collection. The students have been honing their 
phonics skills by reviewing short vowels, consonant blends and long vowels 
with the silent e. Our next unit will explore how animals play a part in the 
world around us. We will continue with phonics lessons, grammar,              
vocabulary and increase our writing knowledge.  
 

           Continued on next page



 

Second Grade News (continued) 
Second grade has moved on from adding and subtracting two-digit numbers to measuring with 
centimeters. We have looked at centimeter cubes, centimeter rulers and meter sticks. We have 
discussed the best unit of measure for various things (small items like a marker would be best 
to measure in centimeters and larger items like a train should be measured in meters). We will 
soon begin module three where we will look at place value to help us with three digit            
numbers.  Students continue to study various maps, features of 
maps and all the cool things we can learn from them.   
 

Third Grade News 
The sea is a beautiful and dangerous place. At least that’s what 
our third grade students have learned so far.  We are continuing our 
first module The Sea and investigating why people explore the sea. Currently we are reading 
about Jacques Cousteau, then we will read about sharks and giant squid. The students really 
enjoy learning about the ocean and what happens under the water. Module two will consist 
of learning about Outer Space.  Students will learn about the Apollo 11 mission and Galileo. Third 
grade will continue their writing prowess and soon have multi-paragraph papers.   
 
Third grade continues to practice arrays, equal groups and tape diagrams to solve multiplication 
and division problems. Ask your third grader about their skip counting songs that are on paper 
or in canvas (depending if they are in person or eLearning). Very soon we will be jumping into our 
second Module. In module 2, we will focus on elapsed time, measurement and adding and sub-
tracting 2 and 3 digit numbers. Students continue to study various maps, features of maps and 
all the cool things we can learn from them.   
 

Fourth Grade News 
Fourth grade (and every grade) has had a roller coaster ride to start the year! Despite the late 
start to the school year, everyone is happy to be back, either in-person or online! There have 
been an abundance of smiles and laughs as we navigate this new world of education. 

One of the most exciting events from our fourth grade team is the birth of 
Mrs. Odle’s son! Baby Odle joined the world Sunday, September 6! We are all very 
excited and wish the biggest congratulations to the growing Odle family! 

Here at school, while Mrs. Odle spends time with the new family member, we 
welcome Mr. McDonald as our guest teacher. He has gracefully jumped into the 
place of math teacher for our in-person students. In Math, the students are 
working hard on learning place values and rounding. 

As for Reading and Writing, it seems we’ve all dusted off our brains after such an extended 
time away from school, and we’re jumping right back into the groove. We’re well into the first 
unit which poses the essential question: “What does it mean to have a great heart, literally and     
figuratively?” We’ve had a chance to look at some influential women who showed the figurative 
great heart, and now we’re taking a very close look at the literal heart and circulatory system. 

We are all looking forward to the year and couldn’t be more excited to be back with our      
students, either in person or virtually. No matter how the kids are learning, we’re pleased that 
they’re learning! We wish all of our families the very best, and know that if you ever have  
questions, please reach out to us! 



 

Fifth Grade News 
In the month of October, fifth grade will be wrapping up module one in ELA. Throughout this 

past module, students expanded on knowledge of American Westward 
Expansion. While learning about the Nez Perce culture students were 
expected to explain how cultural beliefs and values guide people. The 
next upcoming module teaches our students the masterful use of 
wordplay. Students will get an in depth understanding of homophones, 
homographs and idiomatic expressions. Understanding the importance 
of figurative language and the power of words will further student 
experience in reading, writing, and the brilliant world around them. 

5th grade math is moving along great! Fifth graders are working hard on module 2 where they 
are learning about different strategies to multiply multi-digit numbers. Toward the end of the 
quarter we will start learning strategies to divide and apply those strategies to real-world 
problems. Students should be working on their multiplication fluency at home to help them here 
at school. Working with your student on arithmetic operations like addition, subtraction,        
multiplication and division will help them be successful throughout the year! 

Thank you everyone for joining ClassDojo! This is our primary way to share updates and          
reminders. It is the best way to reach  any of your child’s teachers with questions. 
 

Special Education News — Can Do Corner 
Wow, how times flies! We are already in October, and the weather is 
getting colder. Remember to dress in layers or bring something to 
wear if it gets cold outside. The second quarter is starting, and your 
student should be settling into their learning environment. Whether 
your student is an in-person or eLearning student, make sure to 
maintain a schedule and routine at home to surround your student 
with consistency. Make sure to reach out to your student’s special 
education teacher if you have any questions regarding your          
student’s IEP and/or learning schedule. We have a new way of      
communicating: ClassDojo. This is an easy way to send messages and 
check-in on your student’s daily successes. Classroom teachers      
often times send out important messages in the Class and School 
Story on this platform. If you have not already signed up, let a 
teacher know. We can support with the set-up process. In our grade 
level classes, we are applying what we retained from last year to new 
grade level concepts and showing that we can do anything with perseverance and determination. 
In our small groups, we are working on our individual goals and bridging the gap to continue our 
academic success. Thank you for sending your student to Centennial and giving us the privilege 
of working with him or her. We have some awesome students that make us proud every day!  
 



 

Physical Education News 
4th and 5th grade students are fitness testing and then they will work 
to improve their scores. They will participate in fitness stations that 
work on endurance, strength and flexibility. 

2nd and 3rd grade students will learn about the impact that exercise 
has on their bodies. They will also learn how to properly fuel their 
body and stay hydrated. 

Kinder and 1st grade students will practice staying in their personal 
space, they will also experiment with traveling in different directions and levels. 
  

Art News 
Our Centennial Artists are taking off running! Or drawing!! 

Kinders – are working on the Art Elements of: Color, Shape and Line. We learned about           
Piet Mondrian and his dark black lines and use of primary colors and we will soon be learning 
about Kandinsky and his shapes! We have a new game called the, Color Point Game and we use 
our handy dandy sky writers to point to primary and secondary colors in the art room. 

1st Grade – will know their primary and secondary colors frontwards and backwards. How do you 
make a secondary color? You mix 2 primary colors. And, what do you get when you mix a      
primary with a secondary color? A tertiary color! How cool is that! And lines! How do they 
move? Ask your first grader to show you our Air Guitar activity. Do air guitars make noise? Do 
wavy lines move? How do your arms look when making a horizontal line? How about a vertical or 
diagonal line? 

2nd Grade – Abstract? Realistic? Which is it?? We learned about Joan Miro and his funny cats, 
rats and people. Then we moved on to Wayne Thiebaud. Wayne Thiebaud paints abstract food. 
Can you eat abstract cake? No. But you can sure have fun trying to make them. Is there   
negative or positive space in a Wayne Thiebaud gumball machine? Hmmmm……. 

3rd Grade – Joan Miro and his imaginary cats and rats were a beginning as we move on to comic 
book strips and telling a story with our own art. What story can we tell? What character will we 
use? We are going to write our own story and put it into a comic strip! Check out Dave   
McDonald’s instructional videos like this one, https://youtu.be/1Nb_ZDvoWEg. 

4th Grade – We have spent all our time on landscapes! Abstract and realistic. Mountains and 
oceans. There are 4 very important parts to any landscape. _____________ line, ____________ground, 
___________ ground and back___________. And why oh why does my road get smaller in the     
background? Oops! Did I give that away? 

5th grade – What are initials? What can I do with mine? Ask your fifth grader! What colors can 
they use and why? What is emphasis? How do I make something a focal point? WHAT IS a focal 
point? Color, contrast, repetition …. How do they work? 
 

Music News 
Kindergarten is working with understanding moving to the beat and the rhythms that create 
music. 
1st Grade is working with rhythms and how to improvise them on instruments. 
2nd Grade is working on performing different patterns with their classmates. 
3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade are exploring new rhythms and how then can create different feelings and 
variety in music. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F1Nb_ZDvoWEg&data=02%7C01%7Csmozel%40hsd2.org%7C1e5ceea96fdb4b56cc5a08d858b1a143%7C5485c62b55af4fce807eff1a7e126fcc%7C0%7C0%7C637356867649167007&sdata=pHq4fvWOQjuJxl%2FAgUKsM2CCgc96ZV
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Sun 

 

Mon 

A 

Tue 

B 

Wed 

C 

Thu 

D 

Fri 

 

Sat 

    1 

 

Picture Day 

 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 
NO SCHOOL 
Teacher Work 

Day 

13 
NO SCHOOL 
- Conferences 

- Report Cards 

14 

NO SCHOOL 
*Professional      

Development Day 

*e-Learner      

Picture Day 

15 

NO SCHOOL 
School Closed 

 

16 

NO SCHOOL 
District Closed 

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

Fall Party 
(Students Only) 

31 

Specials Day  

Library News  
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students have been busy learning a variety of lessons such as   

No More Germs, Make It Move, Choose To Be Kind, and Lovely Little Ladybug.  
These lessons helped our students build science, social studies, and social      
emotional skills. Students were introduced to new vocabulary words and we 
ended our lessons with fun quizzes.  
Kindergartener’s will begin working on alphabet letter names and sounds, while 
first and second grade students will be enhancing their sight-word skills. 

 
Third, fourth, and fifth grade students have been using their Chromebooks to gather             
information about their favorite animal. Once their research was completed, students learned 
how to design, copy, and paste to create their own PowerPoint presentation..  
We will continue building our typing skills in the next few weeks. 



 

  

Harrison School District Two 
Character Through Diversity, Challenge & Accomplishment 

 

District Corner – October 2020 

We strive to keep you adequately informed about the direction of D2 and offer opportunities to make your 

voice count. Please take advantage of the opportunities below: 

• Winter weather could be around the corner. The District has an updated Winter Weather Policy 

that can be viewed on the District website. Ensure your email and phone numbers are listed in 

Infinite Campus by checking with your school registrar. This allows you to get important notices 

from your child’s campus or the District.  

• Are you registered to vote? It’s easy to do so! Register online, update your registration or request 

a paper voter registration form through the mail by visiting the Colorado Secretary of State    

website. We are so proud that the Harrison School District Two Zalman Center is a polling place 

again this election season! 

• The annual School Quality Survey is open, and we want your feedback as a parent! Please take 10 

minutes to share your insight by taking the survey from your email invite, via your child’s school 

website or the District’s Facebook page.  

 

Rincón del Distrito – Octubre de 2020  

Nos esforzamos por mantenerlo adecuadamente informado sobre la dirección del D2 y ofrecemos            

oportunidades para que su voz cuente. Aproveche las oportunidades que se indican a continuación: 

• El clima invernal podría estar a la vuelta de la esquina. El Distrito tiene una política actualizada sobre el 

clima invernal que puede verse en la página web del Distrito. Asegúrese de que su correo electrónico y 

sus números de teléfono estén en la lista de Infinite Campus consultando con el registrador de su escuela. 

Esto le permite recibir avisos importantes del campus de su hijo o del Distrito. 

• ¿Está inscrito para votar? ¡Es fácil hacerlo! Inscríbase en línea, actualice su inscripción o solicite un        

formulario impreso de inscripción de votantes por correo haciendo clic aquí o visitando el sitio web de la 

Secretaría de Estado de Colorado. ¡Estamos tan orgullosos de que Zalman Center del Distrito Escolar 2 de 

Harrison sea nuevamente un centro de votación este período de elecciones! 

• La Encuesta de Calidad Escolar anual está abierta, ¡y queremos conocer su opinión como padre! Tómese 

10 minutos para compartir su opinión realizando la encuesta desde su invitación por correo electrónico, a 

través de la página web de la escuela de su hijo o la página de Facebook del Distrito.  

https://www.hsd2.org/hsd2

